Excerpt from “Enter the New Negro” by Alain Locke (March 1925)
Therefore the Negro today wishes to be known for what he is, even in his faults and
shortcomings, and scorns a craven and precarious survival at the price of seeming to be
what he is not. He resents being spoken for as a social ward or minor, even by his own,
and to being regarded a chronic patient for the sociological clinic, the sick man of
American Democracy. For the same reasons he himself is through with those social
nostrums and panaceas, the so-called "solutions" of his "problem," with which he and the
country have been so liberally dosed in the past. Religion, freedom, education, money--in
turn, he has ardently hoped for and peculiarly trusted these things; he still believes in
them, but not in blind trust that they alone will solve his life-problem….
He now becomes a conscious contributor and lays aside the status of beneficiary and
ward for that of a collaborator and participant in American civilization. The great social
gain in this is the releasing of our talented group from the arid fields of controversy and
debate to the productive fields of creative expression. The especially cultural recognition
they win should in turn prove the key to that revaluation of the Negro which must
precede or accompany any considerable further betterment of race relationships. But
whatever the general effect, the present generation will have added the motives of selfexpression and spiritual development to the old and still unfinished task of making
material headway and progress. No one who understandingly faces the situation with its
substantial accomplishment or views the new scene with its still more abundant promise
can be entirely without hope. And certainly, if in our lifetime the Negro should not be
able to celebrate his full initiation into American democracy, he can at least, on the
warrant of these things, celebrate the attainment of a significant and satisfying new phase
of group development, and with it a spiritual Coming of Age.
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