Excerpt from W. E. B. Du Bois's "The Migration of Negroes," published in Crisis,
June 1917.
Much has been written of the recent migration of colored people from the South to the
North, but there have been very few attempts to give a definite, coherent picture of the
whole movement. Aided by the funds of the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, THE CRISIS has attempted to put into concrete form such knowledge
as we have of this movement.
The data at hand are vague and have been collected from a hundred different sources.
While the margin of error is large, the actual information which we have gathered is most
valuable.
First, as to the number who have migrated to the North, there is wide difference of
opinion. Our own conclusion is that about 250,000 colored workmen have come
northward. This figure has been builded up from reports like the following which we
take from various personal sources and local newspaper accounts…
As to the reasons of the migration, undoubtedly, the immediate cause was economic, and
the movement began because of floods in middle Alabama and Mississippi and because
the latest devastation of the boll weevil came in these same districts.
A second economic cause was the cutting off of immigration from Europe to the North
and the consequently wide-spread demand for common labor…
The third reason has been outbreaks of mob violence in northern and southwestern
Georgia and in western South Carolina.
These have been the three immediate causes, but back of them is, undoubtedly, the
general dissatisfaction with the conditions of the South…
How great his migration will eventually prove depends upon a number of things. The
entrance of the United States into the war will undoubtedly have some effect. When the
war ends it is doubtful if the labor shortage in Europe will allow a very large migration to
the United States for a generation or more. This will mean increased demand for colored
laborers in the North…
At any rate, we face here a social change among American Negroes of great moment, and
one which needs to be watched with intelligent interest.
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