Report Two Killed, Fifty Hurt, in Race Riots.
Bathing Beach Fight Spreads to Black Belt.
All Police Reserves Called to Guard South Side.
Chicago Daily Tribune
July 28, 1919
Two colored men are reported to have been killed and approximately fifty whites and
negroes injured, a number probably fatally, in race riots that broke out at south side
beaches yesterday. The rioting spread through the black belt and by midnight had thrown
the entire south side into a state of turmoil.
…
Minor rioting continued through the night all over the south side. Negroes who were
found in street cars were dragged to the street and beaten.
They were first ordered to the street by white men and if they refused the trolley was
jerked off the wires.
Scores of conflicts between the whites and blacks were reported at south side stations and
reserves were ordered to stand guard on all important street corners. Some of the fighting
took place four miles from the scene of the afternoon riots.
…
John O’Brien, a policeman attached to the Cottage Grove avenue station, was attacked by
a mob at Twenty-ninth and State streets after he had tried to rescue a fellow cop from a
crowd of howling Negroes. Several shots were fired in his direction and he was wounded
in the left arm. He pulled his revolver and fired four times into the gathering. Three
colored men dropped.
…
Racial feeling, which had been on a par with the weather during the day took fire shortly
after 5 o’clock when white bathers at the Twenty-ninth street improvised beach saw a
colored boy on a raft paddling into what they termed “white” territory.
A snarl of protest went up from the whites and soon a volley of rocks and stones were
sent in his direction. One rock, said to have been thrown by George Stauber of 2904
Cottage Grove avenue, struck the lad and he toppled into the water.
Cop Refuses to Interfere.
Colored men who were present attempted to go to his rescue, but they were kept back by
the whites, it is said. Colored men and women, it is alleged, asked Policeman Dan
Callahan of the Cottage Grove station to arrest Stauber, but he is said to have refused.

Then, indignant at the conduct of the policeman, the Negroes set upon Stauber and
commenced to pummel him. The whites came to his rescue and then the battle royal was
on. Fists flew and rocks were hurled. Bathers from the colored Twenty-fifth street beach
were attracted to the scene of the battling and aided their comrades in driving the whites
into the water.
Negroes Chase Policeman.
Then they turned on Policeman Callahan and drove him down Twenty-ninth street. He
ran into a drug store at Twenty-ninth street and Cottage Grove avenue and phoned the
Cottage Grove avenue police station.
…
SOURCE: “Report Two Killed, Fifty Hurt, in Race Riots: Bathing Beach Fight Spreads
to Black Belt. All Police Reserves Called to Guard South Side.” Chicago Daily Tribune.
28 July 1919. Pp. 1, 8. Reprinted at: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/4975. Last
accessed Friday, December 5, 2008.

